
March 29, 2005

Senator Bill Frist, MD                                                             
United States Senate Majority Leader
U. S. Senate
Washington, D.C.

Dear Senator Frist,

As health professionals with experience in caring for refugees and asylum seekers, 
especially torture survivors, we are deeply concerned that the REAL ID Act may be 
passed by the Congress without proper consideration, if it is attached to an appropriations 
bill for tsunami relief and Iraq.

The REAL ID Act would, among other things, permit immigration judges to deny asylum 
based solely on an applicant's demeanor. As health professionals who also do asylum 
evaluations, we fear that this is likely to lead immigration judges (who are not adequately 
trained in the symptoms of torture survivors) to deny asylum to those who need it most. 

Survivors of torture often suffer from Major Depression and Posttraumatic Stress 
Disorder, which can be associated with flat affect and numbing (DSM-IV). Talking about 
one’s traumatic experiences is difficult. We know that even in primary care practices, 
torture survivors often do not tell their physicians what happened to them. Survivors 
commonly exhibit flat affect, and may refuse to meet the eyes of an interlocutor who asks 
them to discuss their torture. This type of behavior can also sometimes be culturally 
mediated. If misunderstood, an applicant can be erroneously denied protection. 

For example, we have been involved in cases where clients have presented very stoic in 
the courtroom, but during the process of evaluation were very symptomatic. For instance, 
a woman who has been raped as part of her torture may exhibit such behavior as a means 
of emotionally distancing herself from extremely disturbing memories while attempting 
to describe them. We know that the mental status of someone can change. To rely on the 
demeanor of a given day is also problematic.

Additionally, the bill would authorize immigration judges to deny asylum where there are 
inconsistencies in the record, even immaterial ones. A study recently completed by the 
U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom demonstrated that records 
compiled by immigration (CBP) officers at ports of entry are not complete transcripts of 
the content of those interviews, and in some cases are inaccurate portrayals of asylum 
seekers’ testimony. Additionally, for individuals who have been repeatedly tortured, and 
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then forced to flee under hasty circumstances, such traumas can be disorienting and some 
inconsistencies are to be expected.

If the REAL ID Act is duly considered by the Senate, with hearings to consider what are 
likely to be its true consequences, the Senate and the Congress at large will have a better 
chance of making good decisions, both to protect the United States and to protect 
legitimate asylum-seekers. Please do not permit the bill to be pushed through the Senate 
on the coattails of an appropriations bill.

Sincerely,

Joanne Ahola, MD
Assistant Clinical Professor
Department of Psychiatry
Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons
New York, NY

Jenane Al Dalal
Mental Health Coordinator
International Rescue Committee
Phoenix, AZ

Karla Anderson, PsyD
Clinical Psychologist
Stroger Hospital of Cook County
Chicago, IL

Joseph L. Andrews, MD
Lecturer in Medicine, Tufts University School of Medicine, Boston
Private Practice of Internal Medicine
North Andover, MA

Roberta J. Apfel, MD, MPH
Associate Clinical Professor, Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School, Harvard/Longwood 
Psychiatry Residency Program & Boston Psychoanalytic Society
Boston, MA

Sandra Armendariz-Pelson, MA
Marjorie Kovler Center for the Treatment of Survivors of Torture
Chicago, IL
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Harrison G. Ball, MD
Professor and Director
Division of Gynecologic Oncology
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
UMass Memorial Medical Center
University of Massachusetts Medical School
Worcester, MA

Daniel W. Bates, DO
Department of Psychiatry
Maine Medical Center
Portland, ME
Iris Bazing, MD, MPH  
Baltimore, MD 

Sharon Berlin, PhD                                                                                                                           
School of Social Service Administration                                                                                    
University of Chicago
Chicago, IL

Elaine Bertram, LCSW
Survivors of Torture, International
San Diego, CA

Mindy Blaski, MD
Lakeview Family Medicine
Seattle, WA

Erika Bliss, MD
Family Physician and Clinical Site Director
Carolyn Downs Family Medical Center
Seattle, WA

Esad Boskailo, MD
Psychiatrist
Maricopa Integrated Health System
Mesa, AZ

John Briere, PhD
Associate Professor of Psychiatry and Psychology 
Director, Psychological Trauma Program, LAC-USC Medical Center 
Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern California
Los Angeles, CA
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Adam M. Brenner, MD
Director of Training and Education, Department of Psychiatry
Brigham and Women's/Faulkner Hospitals
Boston, MA

Mark Brody, MD
Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry and Human Behavior
Brown University School of Medicine
Providence, RI

Marion L. Brown, DO
Lewisburg, PA

James F. Campbell, PhD
Director, Counseling Center
University of Rhode Island
Kingston, RI

Janet Campion MD, MPH
Tucson, AZ

Lucy M. Candib, MD
Professor, Department of Family Medicine and Community Health
University of Massachusetts Medical School
Family Health Center of Worcester
Worcester, MA

Linnea Capps, MD, MPH
Associate Director
Department of Medicine
Harlem Hospital
New York, NY

Katie Church, RN
Baltimore, MD

Mardge H. Cohen MD
Director of Women's HIV Research
CORE Center
Cook County Bureau of Health Services
Chicago, IL

Robert L. Cohen, MD
New York, NY 
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Gérard Coste, MD
Harvard Medical School
Cambridge Health Alliance
Lexington, MA 

David Coun, MD
Attending Physician
Gouverneur Health Services, Bellevue Hospital Center
Faculty, NYU Division of General Internal Medicine
New York, NY

Sean Dalton, MD, PhD, MPH, DABHM
Physician-Psychologist
Fellow in Clinical Neuroscience
Georgetown University Medical Center
Washington, DC

Carmen Davis, PhD
Clinical Psychologist
Portland, OR

Trish H. Dayan, LCSW
Private Practice
Stamford, CT

Dr. Westy A. Egmont
Executive Director
International Institutes of Boston
Boston, MA

Carola Eisenberg, MD
Dean of Student Affairs (Retired)
Harvard Medical School
Cambridge, MA 

Iman A. Elkadi, MSW, LCSW
Individual & Family Therapy
Program for Survivors of Torture and Severe Trauma
Center for Multicultural Human Services
Falls Church, VA

Mary Lynn Everson, MS, LCPC 
Managing Director 
Heartland Health Outreach 
Chicago, IL 60640
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Mary Fabri, PsyD  
Director
Marjorie Kovler Center for the Treatment of Survivors of Torture
Chicago, IL

Katherine Falk, MD
Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons
New York State Psychiatric Institute
New York, NY

Karen A. Ferguson, PhD                                                                                                              
Project Manager
Refugee Assistance Project 
Anchorage, AK

Julia Frank, MD
Associate Professor of Psychiatry
George Washington University MFA
Washington, DC 

Wendy Freed, MD
Consulting Psychiatrist
Harborview Center for Sexual Assault and Traumatic Stress
University of Washington
Seattle, WA

Sharon Frey, MD, FACP
Associate Professor of Internal Medicine
Saint Louis University
Saint Louis, MO

Marshall Fitz, MD
New Orleans, LA

Gail Furman, PhD
Psychologist
The Women's Commission for Refugee Women and Children
Human Rights First
New York, NY

Lynne Gaby, MD
Assistant Professor of Psychiatry, The George Washington University Medical Center
Adjunct Assistant Professor of Law, Georgetown University Law School
Washington, DC
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Daniel Gadish, MD 
Boston, MA

David Gangsei, PhD
San Diego, CA 

Daniel Garza, MD
Director, Kendra's Law
Queens County Elmhurst Hospital Center
Assistant Professor of Psychiatry
Mount Sinai Medical Center
New York, NY 

Frances Geteles, PhD
Professor Emerita
City College of New York
New York, NY

Kathreen Gimbrere, MD
Psychiatric Resident
University of Washington
Seattle, WA 

Mitchell Ginsberg, PhD, LMFT
La Jolla, CA

Minal Giri, MD
Associate Director
Melrose Park Pediatrics
Chicago, IL

Laurie R. Goldstein MD, FACOG
Assistant Clinical Professor
Mt. Sinai Medical Center
New York, NY

Carlos J. Gonsalves, PhD
Executive Director
Institute for the Study of Psychosocial Trauma 
Palo Alto, CA

Andrea Goodman, LCSW
The Psychotherapy Center
Fairfield, CT
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Joseph Gorin, PsyD
Licensed Psychologist
Private Practice
George Washington University, Clinical Faculty
Washington, DC

Arthur C. Grant, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor of Neurology
University of California Irvine
Irvine, CA

Crystal Green, PhD, LMFT
Associate Clinical Director
Survivors of Torture International
San Diego, CA

Brian Grobois, M.D.
Psychiatrist
New York, NY

Michael A. Grodin, M.D.
Professor of Health Law, Bioethics, and Human Rights
Boston University School of Public Health
Professor of Socio-Medical Sciences, Community Medicine, and Psychiatry
Boston University School of Medicine
Boston, MA

Kathleen Hall, MD, MPH 
Department of Internal Medicine 
Division of Epidemiology and Endocrinology 
Hennepin County Medical Center 
Minneapolis, MN

Nancy R. Heller, MSW, LICSW, BCD
Seattle, WA

James R. High, MD
Clinical Professor of Psychiatry
University of Southern California
Keck School of Medicine
Los Angeles, CA

David Horne, MD
St. Mary's Hospital
Waterbury, CT
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Susan Horowitz, MD, MPH
Family Protection Physician
Naval Medical Center
San Diego, CA

Evelyn Hutt, MD
Associate Professor
Divisions of Health Care Policy & Research and Geriatrics
Department of Medicine
University of Colorado Health Sciences Center
Denver, CO

Zainab Jabur MD, MPH
Cambridge Hospital and Harvard Medical School
Boston, MA

Thomas P. Jacobs, MD
Professor of Clinical Medicine
Columbia University
New York, NY

Marianne Joyce, LCSW
The Marjorie Kovler Center for the Treatment of Survivors of Torture
Chicago, IL

Terry G. Kaplan, MD
Project Renewal
New York, NY

Sarah Kesler MD
Hennepin County Medical Center
Minneapolis, MN

Reverend Carol L. Kessler, MD
Columbia University
Ossining, NY

Carol Kleinman, MD 
Assistant Clinical Professor
George Washington University Medical School
Private Practice
Chevy Chase, MD
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Christine Knowles, RN
Psychiatric Nurse Case Manager
Concentra Integrated Services
Addison, TX

Richard Kovar, MD, FAAFP
Medical Director, Country Doctor Community Health Centers
Associate Professor of Family Medicine
Seattle, Washington

Sathia Krishnamoorthy, PhD
Psychologist
American Institute for Health Research
East Taunton, MA

Julia Kuck, PhD
Licensed Psychologist
Assistant Clinical Professor of Psychiatry
University of California at San Diego
San Diego, CA

Shirley J. Lanyi, PhD

Meredith Larson, MPH
Washington, DC

Robert S. Lawrence, MD
Edyth H. Schoenrich Professor of Preventive Medicine
Associate Dean for Professional Practice and Programs
Director, Center for a Livable Future
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
Baltimore, MD

Cavin P. Leeman, MD
Clinical Professor of Psychiatry
SUNY Downstate Medical Center
Brooklyn, NY

Daniel Levy, MD, PhD, FACP
Northampton, MA
Gregory N. Lewis, PsyD
Licensed Clinical Psychologist
John H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital of Cook County
Chicago, IL
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Ellen Luria, MSW, MPH
Psychotherapist in Private Practice
Washington, DC

Maryam Mahmoodian, MD

Sara Maltzman, PhD
Licensed Psychologist

Seth Manoach, MD
Assistant Professor of Emergency Medicine
SUNY Downstate Medical Center
Brooklyn, NY

Robert P. Marlin, MD, PhD
Resident Physician
The Cambridge Hospital/Cambridge Health Alliance
Cambridge, MA

Pat McColloster, MD
Assistant Professor in Family Medicine
Baylor College of Medicine
Medical Director of the Spring Branch Community Health Center
Houston, TX

Stephen McElroy, MD
Assistant Clinical Professor
Boston Medical Center/Quincy Medical Center
Quincy, MA

Adrienne McFadd, PhD
Contract Mental Health Provider
Survivors of Torture International
San Diego, CA

Chris Meserve, MD
Albert Einstein College of Medicine
Bronx, NY

Donald Moss, MD
Faculty
New York University Psychoanalytic Institute
New York, NY
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Susan Ann Miller, MD, FAAFP
TASSC member, Civil Surgeon
Faculty Member, Virginia Commonwealth University
Richmond, VA

Joel C. Milstein, PhD 
Independent Practice
Seattle, WA

Marion S. Morgan
Marjorie Kovler Center for the Treatment of Survivors of Torture
Chicago, IL

Michael Mortelliti, MD
Berkshire Medical Center
Lenox, MA

Paul Nassar, MD
Assistant Professor 
Columbia University
College of Physicians and Surgeons
New York, NY

Nancy J. Needell, MD
Forensic Psychiatrist
New York, NY

Jeffrey N. Nichols, MD 
Vice President for Medical Services, Cabrini Eldercare Consortium 
President, New York Medical Directors Association
New York, NY

Nava Niv-Vogel, LICSW, MPH
Director
Belmont Council on Aging
Belmont, MA 

Mary Lou Noble, MA, LPC
Licensed Professional Counselor
Portland, OR

Ronald Noble, MA
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA
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Dawn Noggle, PhD
Clinical Consultant, International Rescue Committee 
SPRING Center Mental Health Program for Refugees
Phoenix, AZ

Barbara Ogur, MD
Assistant Professor of Medicine
Harvard Medical School
Cambridge, MA

Amy Okamura, LCSW
San Diego State University
School of Social Work
San Diego, CA

Dorothy A. O'Keefe, MD
Psychiatrist
Mechanicsville, VA

Kathleen L. Olson, MD
Pediatrician
Urgent Care Doctors Office
Minnetonka, Minnesota

Chike Onyejekwe, MD
Germantown, MD

Sister Dianna Ortiz
Executive Director
Torture Abolition and Survivors Support Coalition International
Washington, DC

Celestina Owusu-Sanders, JD, MPH
Milwaukee, WI

Paul T. Pagones, NCC, LCPC
Clinical Supervisor
International FACES 
Heartland Health Outreach
Chicago, IL

Mary C. Pappas, LCPC
Chicago, IL
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Jolie Pataki, MD
Staff Psychiatrist
North Shore Child and Family Guidance Center
Roslyn, NY

Richard J. Pels, MD
Assistant Professor of Medicine
Cambridge Health Alliance and Harvard Medical School
Cambridge, MA

Elliot Pittel, MD, MPH
Child & Adolescent Psychiatrist
Home for Little Wanderers
Boston, MA

Lin Piwowarczyk, MD, MPH
Boston Center for Health and Human Rights
Boston, MA

E. Dianne Pulte, MD
Veterans Affairs New York Harbor Healthcare System
New York, NY

Mara L. Rabin, MD
Medical Director, Utah Health & Human Rights Project
Adjunct Faculty, University of Utah Department of Family & Preventive Medicine
Salt Lake City, UT

Nicola Ranson, LCSW
Survivors of Torture International
San Diego, CA

Cecily A. Resnick, PhD
Licensed Psychologist

Graham Rodwell, MD
Stanford University School of Medicine
Stanford, CA

Naomi Rosborough, MA, LPC, LMFT
Houston-Galveston Trauma Institute
Houston, TX
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Eric Rose, MD
Clinical Assistant Professor of Family Medicine
University of Washington
Seattle, WA

Herbert J. Rothenberg, MD
Denver, CO

Eleanore A. Ryan, PhD
Chicago, IL

Tamara R. Rutledge
Medical Case Management
New Era Life
Houston, TX

Karen Saal, MD

Jim Sanders MD, MPH
Consultant
Marjorie Kovler Center for the Treatment of Survivors of Torture
Chicago, IL

Mojgan Sandoval, PsyD
Clinical Psychologist
La Jolla, CA

Karl E. Sanzenbacher, MD
Clinical Neurophysiologist
EEG/Clinical Neurophysiology/Neuromonitoring Laboratory
Eastern Maine Medical Center
Bangor, Maine

Dolores M. Sarno Kristofits, PhD
Private Practice Psychologist
Penn State University
Dublin, PA

Deede Schmidt Wyatt, RN, MSN
Memphis, TN
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John Schumann, MD
Assistant Professor of Medicine
MacLean Center for Clinical Medical Ethics
Section of General Internal Medicine
Human Rights Program
University of Chicago
Chicago, IL

Nadine Semer, MD, FACS
Southern California Permanente Medical Group
Venice, CA

Sharmila Shetty, MD
Medecins sans Frontieres
Decatur, GA

Haramandeep Singh, MD
Assistant Professor of Psychiatry
Rush University Medical Center
Downers Grove, IL

Leslie Snider, MD, MPH
Director, Mental Health and Medical Anthropology
Tulane University School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine
New Orleans, LA

Barbara Spalding, LCSW
Fallbrook, CA

Naomi G Tamerin, MD
Bioethics Consulting
Greenwich, CT
Phyllis B. Taylor, RN, BA, CGF

Andrew Terranella, MD, MPH
Jacobi Medical Center
Bronx, NY

Mary Tornabene, APN, CNP                                                                                                   
Family Nurse Practitioner
Heartland Health Outreach
Chicago, IL
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Louis Vaickus, MD 
Chief Medical Officer
Clinical Development and Medical Affairs
TolerRx, Inc.
Cambridge, MA

Lise Van Susteren, MD
Psychiatrist
Washington, DC

Ellen F. Wachtel, JD, PhD
Private Practice
New York, NY

Carole Warshaw, MD
John H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital of Cook County
Chicago, IL

Daniel H. Waterman, MD, MPH
Internist
Washington, DC

Jonathan Weinberg, PsyD
Co-Director, Adult Psychiatry Clinic
John H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital of Cook County
Chicago, IL

Dr. Elena Weinstein, MD
White Plains, NY

Alex Weintrob, MD
Clinical Associate Professor
Weill Cornell Medical College
New York, NY

Mary H. White, MD
Physician
Partners in Mission, St James' Church
New York, NY

Bruce Wilder, MD, MPH, JD
Interprofessional Systems, Ltd.
Pittsburgh, PA
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Madeline S. Wilson, MD
Assistant Professor of Medicine and Director
Yale Internal Medicine Associates
Yale School of Medicine
New Haven, CT

Jerrold A. Winter, MD
Cardiologist
Tucson Heart Hospital
Tucson, AZ

Ann M. Winton, PhD
Forensic Psychologist
John Jay College of Criminal Justice
New York, NY

Roxanna Wolfe, PsyD
Licensed Psychologist 
Bethesda, Maryland

Nicholas H. Wright, MD, MPH, FACE
Retired Physician
Williamstown, MA

Jenai Wu, PhD
Assistant Clinical Professor of Psychology
Harvard Medical School
Newton, MA

Sandra G. Zakowski, PhD
Associate Professor
Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and Science
North Chicago, IL

Beth Zeeman, MD
Boston Medical Center
Boston, MA


