CZECH REPUBLIC

The Czech Republic is a state party to the United Nations Convention Relating to the
Status of Refugees and its Protocol, as well as to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and its First Optional Protocol. The current refugee law came into effect
in 2000 and was amended during 2001 to aligned Czech laws more closely with
European Union (EV) standards.*

In 2000, 8,787 people applied for asylum; at the end of the year, there were 4,625
applications awaiting resolution.” 18,090 asylum applications were filed in 20013 In the
first quarter of 2002, 2,729 applications were filed.* Upon announcing their intention to
apply for asylum to passport officials at the border, al asylum seekers, regardless of
documentation, are issued tickets a designated reception center in the interior.> Asylum
seekers must report promptly to the centers, where they may lodge their formal asylum
applications.® The Ministry of Interior’s Department for Refugees is responsible for
issuing first-instance decisions on asylum claims, and should reach a decision within 90
days of an applications receipt.” Two commissions decided appealsin 2001; but the 2001
amendment to the refugee law creates a new appeal body for second-instance
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applications, provisionally the High Court in Prague, pending a new law on the
administrative judiciary system that enters into force in January 2003.2

The 2000 legislation created an accelerated procedure for “manifestly unfounded”
applications—the grounds for which the 2001 |egislation expanded—which allows
unsuccessful applicants only seven days to appeal.® The Department for Refugees may
also refuse status to applicants who arrive in the Czech Republic from so-called “safe
countries of origin” or “safe third countries’ to which they can be returned.*

New arrivals must report to the reception center at Vyshni Lhoty, for a“quarantine
period’—about 21 days— during which they undergo a medical exam, have their first
asylum interview and are not allowed to leave the reception center.** The reception
center is run by the Department for Refugee Facilities Administration of the Ministry of
the Interior and can hold 500 people.*? The center tries to accommodate families
separately from other asylum seekers but thisis not aways possible. The applicants for
asylum do not have the ability to cook but the center provides food. The Ministry
provides elementary social assistance and NGOs also provide social assistance for adults
and organize activities for children. Basic medical careis provided at the center.

Following the quarantine period, most asylum applicants are permitted to move to one of
the country’ s four refugee residential centers (or refugee camps), where they live for the
duration of the asylum procedure.® An asylum seekers whose identity cannot be proved,
or who the Aliens and Border Police suspect will attempt to avoid expulsion their
applications are rejected may be detained in the reception center beyond the initial
quarantine period.**
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Applicants may live outside the refugee centersif they can prove that they have
accommodation. Asylum seekers in the refugee camps enjoy more freedom of movement
than in the reception center and may |leave the camp temporarily after obtaining an
authorization. The Danish Refugee Council reports that the “ conditions are satisfactory”
in these camps. If possible, the camps will try to accommodate the families separately.
Food is provided by the camps which attempt to take into account cultural and religious
dietary requirements. The ability for applicants to cook is currently under discussion.
NGOs also provide Czech language tuition in the camps. Basic medical careis provided
at the center.

Asylum seekers may stay in the camps until the Minister of the Interior or the
Commission rendersits decision. Whether the decision is positive or negative, and
whether or not they appeal the decision, they have to leave the camp once it is rendered.

In both the reception center and the refugee camps, the asylum seekers receive financial
assistance (free board and lodging, pocket money), and both provide basic medical care.
The asylum seekers accommodated outside the camps, however, automatically lose their
entitlements to financial and medical assistance.™

|s there independent review of the detention decision? No information.
Are there limits on the period of detention? Y es; thirty days after the expulsion order.

Asylum seekers without residence permits may be detained pursuant to an expulsion
order for amaximum of thirty days. If removal is not possible within thirty days, the
applicant must be released, though she may risk re-arrest.*

Isthere periodic review of detention? No information.
|s there access to government-funded legal aid? No.

NGO and UNHCR access to the reception centers is limited.'” NGOs provide free legal
assistance to challenge the legdlity and circumstances of detention.®
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Alternatives to detention: Yes.

As noted above, following the quarantine period, most asylum applicants are permitted to
move to arefugee residential center or may live outside the refugee centersif they can
prove that they have accommodation.

wvul nerlg\ble groups: All unaccompanied minors are accommodated in the same refugee
camp.

Upon the commencement of the asylum procedure and for its duration, the Aliens and
Border Police appoint a guardian to represent unaccompanied minors under 18 years old.
The procedure for unaccompanied minors is the same as the one for adults athough their
age and situation may discretionarily be taken into consideration. Financial assistance
provided to unaccompanied minors is the same as that for other asylum seekers.
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