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November 22, 2011 

Dear Candidate: 

We are members of a nonpartisan group of forty retired generals and admirals concerned 

about U.S. policy regarding enemy prisoner treatment and detention.  We would welcome the 

opportunity to brief you on this critical policy.  

We worked closely with Senator McCain in 2005 to pass the Detainee Treatment Act which 

banned torture and limited lawful interrogation to techniques listed in the Army Field Manual.  In 

2008, we shared our insights with Presidential candidates from both parties that torture, as well 

as cruel, inhumane and degrading treatment, undermines our security at home and our moral 

standing in the world.  

Waterboarding, and other “enhanced interrogation techniques,” are torture.  Waterboarding has 

been considered torture since at least the Spanish Inquisition.  

Torture is unreliable because anyone who is tortured will lie to make the torture stop, or will 

provide false and misleading information which can lead investigators to waste crucial time.  

Torture is counterproductive because our enemies use the indelible images of torture to recruit 

more terrorists, and our allies refuse to extradite terror suspects to the United States when we do 

not uphold the law, letting terror suspects escape U.S. justice.  

We deeply appreciate President Reagan’s leadership in securing ratification of the Convention 

Against Torture in the United States. Torture, including enhanced interrogation techniques, 

violates both U.S. and international law.   

We applaud those who seek to lead our nation in an honorable direction and commend those who 

seek solid evidence and real expertise to shape their opinions and proposed policies. We 

welcome the opportunity to discuss our views further with you.  We believe that to secure our 

nation, the United States must always lead by our core principles; that means the United States 

must never engage in torture or abuse. 

Sincerely, 

General Joseph P. Hoar, USMC (Ret.) 

General Charles C. Krulak, USMC (Ret.) 

General David M. Maddox, USA (Ret.) 
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