Torture Undermines U.S. Intelligence Collection
The first anniversary of the Osama bin Laden operation reminds us how some tried to
expropriate that moment for the sensational and incorrect assertion that torture led the United
States to him.
We join together today to repudiate that claim and remind Americans that torture was not what
helped locate bin Laden. Instead, the torture of Khalid Sheik Mohammed and others delayed
U.S. efforts to find bin Laden, and may even have prolonged the war in Afghanistan.
Torture is unreliable. Our collective experience is that a victim of torture will say anything to get
the torture to stop, yielding false and inaccurate leads. Abuse often only strengthens their
resolve and makes it that much harder for an interrogator to find a way to elicit useful
information. Torture is counter-productive to intelligence gathering and makes our nation less
safe.
We know that building rapport and making a connection with the person you are interrogating is
the most productive method of interrogation. Interrogation tactics that have kept America safe
for generations are sophisticated, humane and lawful, and produce reliable, actionable
intelligence in any interrogation scenario.
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