
Congressional Action on Internet Freedom and Human Rights 
 

United States Senate 
 
Hearings 
 
Judiciary Committee, Subcommittee on Human Rights and the Law, Global 
Internet Freedom: Corporate Responsibility and the Rule of Law, Chaired by 
Richard J. Durbin (D-IL), May 13, 2008 
 Testimony 

• Nicole Wong, Deputy General Counsel, Google Inc 
• Michael Samway, Vice President & Deputy General Counsel, Yahoo! Inc 
• Arvind Ganesan, Program Director, Business & Human Rights, Human 

Rights Watch 
• Mark Chandler, Senior Vice President, General Counsel, and Secretary, 

Cisco Systems, Inc 
• Shiyu Zhou, Deputy Director, Global Internet Freedom Consoritum 

 
 
Judiciary Committee, Subcommittee on Human Rights and the Law, Global 
Internet Freedom and the Rule of Law, Part II, Chaired by Richard J. Durbin (D-
IL), March 2, 2010  
 Testimony: 

• Michael J. Posner, Assistant Secretary for Democracy, Human Right, and 
Labor, U.S. Department of State 

• Daniel J. Weitzner, Associate Adminstrator for the Office of Policy 
Analysis Development National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce 

• Nicole Wong, Vice President and Deputy General Counsel, Google Inc. 
• Rebecca MacKinnon, Visiting Fellow at the Center for Information 

Technology Policy, Princeton University 
• Omid Memarian, Iranian Blogger 

 
Legislation 
 
Richard J. Durbin (D-IL), Internet Human Rights Bill (Proposed), March 2, 2010 
 
 
United States House of Representatives  
 
Hearings 
 
Committee on International Relations, Subcommittee on Africa, Global Human 
Rights and International Operations and the Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific 

http://judiciary.senate.gov/hearings/hearing.cfm?id=3369
http://judiciary.senate.gov/hearings/hearing.cfm?id=3369
http://judiciary.senate.gov/hearings/hearing.cfm?id=4437
http://judiciary.senate.gov/hearings/hearing.cfm?id=4437
http://www.pcworld.com/article/190579/senator_to_introduce_internet_human_rights_bill.html


The Internet in China: A Tool For Freedom or Suppression? (Shi Tao case) Chaired 
by Henry J. Hyde (D-IL), Christopher R. Smith (R-NJ), and James A. Leach (D-IA), 
February 15, 2006 
 Testimony: 

• David A. Gross, Deputy Assistant Secretary for International 
Communications and Information Policy, Bureau of Economic and 
Business Affairs, U.S. Department of State 

• James R. Keith, Senior Advisor for China and Mongolia, Bureau of East 
Asian and Pacific Affairs, U.S. Department of State 

• Michael Callahan, Senior Vice President and General Counsel, Yahoo! 
Inc. 

• Jack Krumholtz, Managing Director of Federal Government Affairs and 
Associate General Counsel, Microsoft Corporation 

• Elliot Schrage, Vice President for Corporate Communications and Public 
Affairs, Google, Inc. 

• Mark Chandler, Vice President and General Counsel, Cisco Systems, 
Inc. 

• Harry Wu, Publisher, China Information Center 
• Libby Liu, President, Radio Free Asia 
• Xia Qiang, Director, China Internet Project, University of California, 

Berkeley  
• Lucie Morillon, Washington Representative, Reporters Without Borders 
• Sharon Hom, Executive Director, Human Rights in China  

 
 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Yahoo! Inc.’s Provision of False Information to 
Congress (Shi Tao case), Chaired by Tom Lantos (D-CA), November 06, 2007 
 Testimony: 

• Jerry Yang, Chief Executive Officer, Yahoo!Inc. 
• Michael J. Callahan, General Counsel, Yahoo! Inc. 

 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, The Google Predicament: Transforming U.S. 
Cyberspace Policy to Advance Democracy, Security, and Trade, Chaired by Howard 
L. Berman (D-CA), March 10, 2010 
 Testimony: 

• Nicole Wong, Vice President and Deputy General Counsel, Google, Inc. 
• Rebecca MacKinnon, Visiting Fellow, Center for Information 

Technology Policy, Princeton University, Cofounder of Global Voices 
Online 

• Robert W. Holleyman II, President and CEO, Business Software 
Alliance 

• Larry M. Wortzel, Commissioner, U.S.-China Economic and Security 
Review Commission 

 

http://www.foreignaffairs.house.gov/archives/109/26075.pdf
http://foreignaffairs.house.gov/hearing_notice.asp?id=921
http://foreignaffairs.house.gov/hearing_notice.asp?id=921
http://www.internationalrelations.house.gov/hearing_notice.asp?id=1160
http://www.internationalrelations.house.gov/hearing_notice.asp?id=1160


(Upcoming) Committee on Science and Technology, Subcommittee on Technology 
and Innovation, Cyber Security, Chaired by David Wu (D-OR) 
 
Legislation 
 
Christopher H. Smith (R-NJ), Global Online Freedom Act of 2006 (HR 4780: 109th), 
June 22, 2006 
 
Christopher H. Smith (R-NJ), Global Online Freedom Act of 2007 (HR 275: 110th), 
February 22, 2008 
 
Isaac N. Skelton (D-MO), National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010 
(VOICE Act) (HR 2647: 111th), October 28, 2009 
 
David Wu (D-OR), Internet Freedom Act of 2010 (HR 4595: 111th), February 12, 
2010 
 
David Wu (D-OR), Internet Freedom Act of 2010 (HR 4784: 111th), March 9, 2010 
 
Miscellaneous  
 
Save the Internet, The Internet: It’s Not a Truck, It’s a Town Square (Letter on 
Internet Censorship), Sen. Alan Stuart Franken (D-MN), October 6, 2009 
 
Senators’ Letter to Tech Companies on Human Rights Code of Conduct, Sen. 
Richard J. Durbin (D-IL) and Sen. Thomas B. Coburn (R-OK), August 7, 2009  
 
Standing Up for Internet Freedom, Sen. John Kerry (D-MA), January 21, 2010 
 
Letter to Tech Firms Regarding Internet Freedom in China, Sen. Richard J. Durbin 
(D-IL), February 2, 2010 
 
Global Internet Freedom Caucus (U.S. House of Representatives), Rep. Christopher 
R. Smith (R-NJ) and Rep. David Wu (D-OR), March 9, 2010 
 
Global Internet Freedom Caucus (U.S. Senate), Sen. Samuel D. Brownback (R-KS), 
Sen. Edward E. Kauffman (D-DE), Sen. Joseph I. Lieberman (I-CT) and Sen. Robert 
P. Casey (D-PA), March 24, 2010 
 
Congressional Executive Commission on China, Google and Internet Control in 
China: A Nexus Between Human Rights and Trade?, Chaired by Sen. Byron L. 
Dorgan (D-N.D.) and Rep. Sander M. Levin (D-MI), March 24, 2010 
 Testimony:  

• Christie Jones, Executive Vice President, General Counsel & Corporate 
Secretary, The Go Daddy Group 

• Sharon Hom, Executive Director, Human Rights in China 

http://science.house.gov/publications/hearings_markups.aspx
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?tab=main&bill=h109-4780
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?tab=main&bill=h109-4780
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?tab=main&bill=h109-4780
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h110-275
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h110-275
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h110-275
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-2647
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-2647
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-2647
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-2647
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-4595
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-4595
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-4595
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-4784
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-4784
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-4784
https://www.pandora.com/#/
https://www.pandora.com/#/
http://durbin.senate.gov/showRelease.cfm?releaseId=316922
https://www.pandora.com/#/
https://www.pandora.com/#/volume/18
http://chrissmith.house.gov/UploadedFiles/2010-03-09_Statement_on_Global_Internet_Freedom_Caucus.pdf
https://www.pandora.com/#/paused
http://www.cecc.gov/pages/hearings/2010/20100324/index.php
http://www.cecc.gov/pages/hearings/2010/20100324/index.php


• Edward Black, President and CEO, Computer & Communications 
Industry Association 

• Rebecca MacKinnon, Visiting Fellow, Center for Information 
Technology Policy, Princeton University, Cofounder of Global Voices 
Online 

• Ambassador Mark Palmer, former US Ambassador to Hungary and 
Vice Chairman of Freedom House and the Council for a Community of 
Democracies 

 
Senators’ Letter to Facebook, Sen. Charles E. Schumer (D-NY), Sen. Michael 
Bennet (D-CO), Sen. Alan Stuart Franken (D-MN) and Sen. Mark Begich (D-AK), 
April 27, 2010 
 
Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe, Media Freedom Protection 
Resolution (Proposed), Sen. Benjamin L. Cardin (D-MD) and Rep. Alcee L. Hastings 
(D-FL), June 9, 2010 
 
(Upcoming) U.S.- China Economic and Security Review Commission,  China’s 
Information Control Practices and Implications for the United States, Commissioner 
Robin Cleveland and Commissioner Jeffery L. Fiedler, June 30, 2010 
 Testimony: 

• Peter L. Friedman, Law Associate, Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Gump 
LLP 

• James V. Feinerman, Professor, Georgetown University Law 
• Gordon Chang, Author and Frobes.com Columnist 
• Mitchell Silk, Partner, Allen & Overy LLP 
• Rebecca McKinnon, Schwartz Senior Fellow, New America Foundation 
• Rebecca Fannin, Author, “Silicon Dragon” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://schumer.senate.gov/new_website/record.cfm?id=324226
http://www.csce.gov/index.cfm?FuseAction=ContentRecords.ViewDetail&ContentRecord_id=910&ContentRecordType=P&ContentType=P&CFID=34870675&CFTOKEN=41180512
http://www.csce.gov/index.cfm?FuseAction=ContentRecords.ViewDetail&ContentRecord_id=910&ContentRecordType=P&ContentType=P&CFID=34870675&CFTOKEN=41180512
http://www.uscc.gov/hearings/hearing_schedule.php
http://www.uscc.gov/hearings/hearing_schedule.php

